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(Translations of the three Inscriptions' 

on the Cover.) 


/. Arabic . 

“ These are our works which prove 
what we have done; 

Look, therefore, at our works 
when we are gone. 0 


2. Turkish. 

“ His genius cast its shadow o’er the world, 

And in brief time he much achieved and 
wrought : 

The Age’s Sun was he, and ageing suns 

Cast lengthy shadows, though their time be 
short.” 

(Kemdl Pdshd-zdde.') 


3. Persian. 

“When we are dead, seek for our 
res ting - p la ce 

Not In the earth, but In the 
hearts of men.” 

(Jalolu 1 d-Dtn Ru/mi’.) 
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PREFACE. 


My attention was firs, directed the ChaMr Ma 9 *la, or 

which v T ' ?'- ,Ani 'W as-Saniarqa„di, „r 

which a critical edition, based on all the available texts 
“ n °7 th ' firSt time ofl '« red students of Persian’ 

* Dal”Ih rV g0 ’ ' Vh<! " ' W “ ' ngaged °" th ' odition’ 

.90, In DC V T ° f, '“ POm ’ fina ^ published in 
.901. In December, ,897, I devoted some time to a studv 

of the two British Museum MSS. (OR aors an ,| nts ' 

]ithno ! f ter> 1 Was able to Peruse at my leisure the 
graphed edition published at Tihran in A T-T 
which Mr. A. G Fill* /. I A ' H - I 3°5> of 

me hie Ult l bls habitual generosity lent 

G G- 1 °" n C ° Py ’ Untl1 ’ by thC kindness of my friend Mr 

ZESiJZ ™ 1 - % 

auention ■z^^” po 7 “ of ' he ” »“* 

O kr anise he Nationalepos, published at St u 

ln 1896 ) in an article on the c ? d Stra ssburg 

bated to the ? R 1\ ° f D ^hcih contri- 

expressed the opinion th f P > 37 ~ 6 ^ ° f that y ear > and 

- trans lated ^ 1 without ~ 

the same year (J R A ? f * d W the course of 
published a complete tra ’ 1 V ^ ^ ^ ° Ctober -- i 8 99) I 
the unsatisfactory ^e 7T 77 '™’ * 

deal to be desired. Finally l ^ ^ ^ a g °° d 

the kindness of my friend Dr iTv throu 8 h 

— n, y ixr:x:vz 
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transcript of the only Cher known MS. of the work, winch 
is preserved in the library of ‘Ashir Efend. at Constan - 
nople, (No. 285 of that collection), and is much the oldest 

Codex, being dated A. H. 835 (— A. D. H 3 1 2 h 

The materials for an edition of this very interesting 
important work were, therefore, available, but various circum¬ 
stances combined to prevent me from undertaking 1 , 
finally, in i 9 o 5 , my friend Mirza Muhammad of Qazwfn, whom 
I regard as the best Persian scholar it has ever been my 
good" fortune to meet, undertook to prepare the text under 
the auspices of the Gibb Memorial Trust, and to enrich 1 
with numerous critical notes, chiefly historical and biograp 1- 
cal, culled with exemplary diligence and judgement from a 
number of unpublished works, both Persian and Arabic. It 
was, however, necessary to send his manuscript to Cairo to 
be printed, and though a preliminary correction of the proofs 
was undertaken by Dr. Mirza Muhammad Mahdi Khan Za mu 
V- Dawla, editor of the Persian newspaper Hikmat, the delay 
caused by the sending backwards and forwards of proofs, 
and by other circumstances which it is unnecessary to spe¬ 
cify, has postponed the date of publication beyond all ex¬ 
pectation, although, in order to avoid further delay the 
printing of the Persian and English Prefaces and of the In 1- 
ces was entrusted to Messrs E. J. Brill of Leyden. 

Having now described my own connection with this book, 

I feel that I cannot do better than recapitulate for the 
benefit of the English reader the substance of what Mirza 
Muhammad has so admirably set forth in his Persian Preface. 

The importance of the book, as he first points out, is 
threefold. First it is important on account of its age, for 

it was composed about A. H. 55 ° (= A. D. 1 155 6 )» lialf 

a century before the Mongol Invasion, and is one of the 
comparatively few Persian prose works which survived that 
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awful disaster. Secondly, it is rich in historical data and in 
biographical notices of eminent and celebrated men not to 
be found elsewhere. Thirdly, it is remarkable for its fine 
c ear, concise style, so different from the florid and diffuse 

''I u T maUy ,atCr PerSian WritCrS ’ and ’ with a few 
other books such as Abu'1-Fadl Bayhaqf’s History, Shaykh 

art u - m Attars Memoirs of the Saints, Sa c df’s Gu- 
istan Hamdu’llah Mustawffs Ta'rikh-i- Guzida, and the 
Munshaad of Mfrza Abu’l-Qasim, the Qa im-Magdm, deser¬ 
ves to be taken as a model by those who seek to acquire 
the art of writing good Persian prose. Q 

The title of the book (Chahdr Magdla, “the Four Dis¬ 
courses ) explains itself. It treats of four classes of men 
ose services are deemed essential to every king, to wit 

ualider 5 ’ POCtS ’ aStr ° l0gerS and PhySicianS ‘ Thc virtues and’ 

dTs™ ed r„n y to each c,ass ’ and its funciiMs - ^ 

SO J ton „ ar ' then Ulustra '« l each ease by 

recollect* 11 a dra '™ from the author’s own 

deals w ,°h nS poe n t eXPer ' enCeS ' The Discourse, which 

ea, s with Poets, ,s especially valuable on account of the 

'ulZt°lLiT G r C °" Cer " ine ^ P ° e,S " h ° fl°“-hed 

and Ghur, dy a ’ties “7': ^ 

and MasY,d-i-c 7 ' FmukU ’ M “^<- Aaaql. Rash,dr, 
noteworthy by reason of’t J“ “'’“'“"r 

known”to h 7 wide “’ h °’ tha " kS Chief,y *° ^geraw'TZw 
and America tha * EUr ° P '' ' Speda " y in England 

affords the oldest “7 ^ ° f "’ h ° m this »- k 

author was no, 1, mOSt aU,h,:ntic a «°“" K ’ 3i "~ ‘he 

sonally acquainted with "^777 W ‘ th '" m ’ bl " WaS per ' 

story about h.s tomb which led to the bringing c f 
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a rose from Nfshapur to be planted on Fitzgerald’s grave. 

The Chahdr Maqdla probably owes its survival, amongst 
so many works of the pre-Mongolian period which have 
perished, to its small size as much as to the singular interest 
of its contents. Amongst the authors by whom it is cited 
the earliest is Ibn Isfandiyar, author of the well-known 
History of Tabaristan '), which he composed in or about A. H. 
6i3 (_ a. D. 1216—1217), that is about sixty years after the 

Chahdr Maqdla was written. He cites in its entirety the anec¬ 
dote about Firdawsi and Sultan Mahmud of Ghazna which will 
be found on pp. 47—51 of the subjoined text. Amongst later 
works in which it is cited are the Ta rikh-i-Guzida (A. H. 730 
— A. D. 1329—1330), Dawlatshah’s Memoirs of the Poets (A.H. 
892 = A. D. 1487), and the Nigdristdn , or “Picture-Gallery”, 

of the Qadi Ahmad Ghaffari (A.H. 959 == A. ^S 1 2 )- 

The original title of this book appears to have been Majmacu 
'n-Nawddir (“Collection of Choice Anecdotes”). Amin Ahmad- 
i-Razi, who is followed by Hajji Khalifa, supposed this and 
the Chahdr Maqdla to have been two separate works by the 
same author, but that they are merely two different titles 
of the same work is proved by the following considerations. 

(1) . Hamdu'llah Mustawfi in the Ta'rikh-i-Guzida names 
only the Majma c u'n-Nawddir, and makes no mention of the 
Chahdr Maqdla, yet it was clearly the present work which 
he had in his hands, since the anecdotes which he cites 
[e.g. the stories of Riidagi’s improvisation 3 ), of Tash and Makan 
b. Kaki 3 ), and of the three Nizamis 4 ) are all taken from it. 

(2) . The Qadi Ahmad Ghaffari, in the Preface to his 

1) An abridged translation of this work, published in 1905, constitutes 
Vol. II of this series. 

2) Pp. 32—3 of Jules Gantin's edition with translation, Paris, 1903. 

3) Ibid. pp. 34 — 5 - 

4) See the tirage h pari of iny articles on the Biographies of Ptrsian 
poets from the Ta'rikh-i-Gutida published in the J. A*. A. S. for Oct. 1900 
and Jan. 1901, pp. 65—66. 
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N, s „r lM „, enumerates some thirty works on history bio¬ 
graphy and geography from which his information was chiefly 
enved, and includes amongst them the MdjmaVn-NawdZr 

of onr author; and in the course of his work he cites some 

OW ° r “ gh ' St ° neS Which are tak ™ almost V'rbatim from the 
t"fftev T m ° 8 ' CaS ' S ' ,e the remark 

these ZJZ ZZZZ Amongst 
meeting a. Balkh with ‘Umar Khayyam; 

Nizamu’J-Mulk and Rd,- • tter > » 3 ) the story of the 

. uimujk and Hakim-i-Mawsilf at Nfshannr- 

story of Sultan Mahmud and Firdawsf- and fa tl ’ ^ 

the physician Adib Isma'll and the bu'tcher it He'r/t aii of 
which are taken ve r6a , im from the CkaMr MaqdZ 

titles “e TreZz: ;Lz:\r*T ely that ,hese tw ° 

work, and this viV^r anci tlle sa me 

or Ki^m, t r r ^ 

%-Vl** speaks of ; ’ " «“ Ptoface to his 

Nizaml-i-'Antdl, commonly called the cZIZ ° f 

separate entries in Hajji Kin IT * * ^ 1 a ^^ a * * The 

•ionary prone nothing/ 

i" it uo, only books which hi , ad r S ' inC ' UdCd 

books which he knew only by hearsay Th bUt ^ 

be distinguished by the fact that i 7 ’- ^ Can generall y 

which he had seen does he describe'" tZ ““ ^ b °° kS 

arrangement or cite the on. • ' b he Contents and 

cisely what we find in this easel/ 0 ?' ^ ' hiS k P re ‘ 
Maqdla he says: ’ under the entry Chahdr 

“Persian, by Nizamu’d-Dfn Ahmoc , CA 

qandi the poet. In it he remarks th t u * ~ Aru & as -Samar- 
with the secretary, the poet tl the k,n S cannot dispense 

- - Of win, ph - 
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Under the entry MajmaVn-Na^adir, on the other hand, 

he merely says: A bu’l-Hasan Ahmad b. ‘Umar 

—-- in 

A An regards the date of composition of the ChaharMa^a 

it cannot have been later than A. H. 55* (-A.D. ”57). 

since Suit ■ > spok en of in terms which 

passages (e. g- on p • ^ vjhen the book was written. 

oT'tL'other’hand mention is made of the 
as one of the books which every professional writ, sho 
read and in most editions and manuscripts of it ) A • 55 
,A D n 5 6) is mentioned as the date of composition n 

vhich case the date of the ChaUr MaqMa would be fixe 
within these narrow limits. But even & 

I the M*m»*9-** “ the Tn: and 

the ChaUr Magala must he placed between A H. 547 and 
A „ {= A. D. .154 and ..57), since the former date 

is'twice mentioned (pp. 65 and 87) in the course of the text. 

As regards the author of this work, Abu’l-Hasan Niaamu'd- 
Din Ahmad, commonly called Niz4ml-i-‘Arudi-.-Samarqandl 
^ the most eminent writers of the sixth century of 
the hijra, the most trustworthy particulars of lus life 
furnished by this book. Of his poems only a few mediocre 
satires are preserved, but as a prose wr.ter he ranks . „ , 
and, besides his literary merits, he had some knowledge ° f 
Medicine and Astrology >). The dates of his birth and deatl 
are unknown, but he was certainly born sometime bcf 

A . H. 500 (= A. D. 1106 - 7 ) and survived the year A. H. 

67 and S7—S8. 
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550 (= A. D. 1155—6). The outlines of his life, as deduced 
from this book, are as follows. 

In A. H. 504 (= A. D. 1110—1111) he was still at his 
birthplace, Samarqand, and there heard certain particulars 
about Rudagf from the dihqdn Abii’r-Rija (p. 33 infra). 

In A. H. 506 (= A. D. 1112—1113) he met c Umar-i-Khayyam 
at Balkh (p. 63). 

In A. H. 509 (= A. D. 1115 — 1116) he was at Herat (p. 44). 

In A. H. 510 (= A. D. 1116—1117) he went from Herat 
to Sanjar’s camp at Tus, where he met and conversed with 
Amir Mu c izzf, the Poet-laureate, who encouraged him in his 
literary aspirations, and described to him his own expe¬ 
riences (pp. 40 43). During the course of this same journey 

he visited Firdawsfs Tomb at Tus (p. 51), and also the city 
of Nishapur. 


A. D. 1118 


1119) we again find him 


A. D. 1120—1121) we find him still at 


In A. H. 512 (= 
at Nishapur (p. 69) 

In A. H. 514 (= 

^ wv. iiuu min sum ar 

lsiapur, where he heard the account of Firdawsi and 

Sultan Mahmud recorded at pp. 50-51 infra. It seems 

probable, therefore, that he resided at Nishapur for four 
or five years at this period. 

In A. H. 530 (= A. D. 1135—6) he was again at Nishapur, 
and visited the Tomb of ‘Umar-i-Khayyam, whose prophecy 
concerning “the flowers shedding their petals on his grave” 
he had heard twenty-four years before at Balkh (p. 63). 

r , ", .' ' 547 A ' D- 1 r 5 2 3 ) he was with c Ala’u’d-Din 

A “" ln th ' ba “ Ie wa 2 ed b >- th « Prince in the plain of 
defeat’ fTh rT at ' agai " S ' Sa "- iar ' he Sel J“«J- and after ‘he 

defeat of the Ghuri he was for some time in hiding at Herat 
(PP- 76—7 and 87—8). b 

seinf th- ‘IT r ° f Wha ‘ thC aUth ° r Mls us nbout him- 
self this book, and to it later biographers add but little 

Since most of them copy one another, there is no advam 
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i„ reproducing ull .heir notice nnd i. -« be »«- 
allude bnefly to .hat U said about him by the^ four 
oldest, to .it -A.fi . Hamdu llah Mu.ta.fl, Da.latshah 

Amir Abmad-i-Ri*l- _ 

‘Awfl. who wrote about A.H. 617 (=» A.D. 
sixty or seventy years after the Chakdr Maqdla was composed 

consecrate, a short notice to him (Lubdbsf l-Albdb, VoL II, 
pp 207-8 of my edition), but unhappily gives no biographical 

particulars, contenting himself with a few pointless puns and 
unprofitable word-plays. Of his poetry five fragments are 
cited, containing in all twenty verses, all satmeal, generally 
coarse, and in no case of any conspicuous merit. In another 
passage (Vol. II, P- 7 ). in thc biography of Rudagi, he cites 
two more mediocre verses which he ascribes to our author. 

Next in order comes Hamdu’llah Mustawfi of Qazwin, 
who in thc chapter at thc end of his Tarikh-i-Guzida (com¬ 
posed in A. H. 730 - A. D. 1 3 2 9 * 33 °) devoted to the 

Persian poets, consecrates a short notice to Ni?im( of Sa- 
marqand in which he cites the verses about the three 
Nifamis given on p. 53 of the text in this volume. 

After Hamdu’llah Mustawfi comes Dawlatshdh, who, in his 

Memoirs of the Poets, composed in A. H. 892 (= A.D. 1487), 
gives a short account of our author, in which he makes 
mention of thc Chahdr Maqdla (p. 60 of my edition), and 
erroneously ascribes to him, or to the other more famous 
Nizami of Ganja, the romantic poem of Wis it Rdmtn, whereof 
the true author, according to all the most trustworthy histo¬ 
rians and biographers, was Fakhru’d-Din of Gurgan '). 

Lastly, Amin Ahmad-i-Razi in his Haft Iqlitn (composed 


,) See, for instance, 'Awfi's Luldi, VoL II of my ed.t.on p. 240; tne 
Tarikk-i-Guzida in the chapter on Persian poets; the Haft W'”™ ,he 
section devoted to Gurgan; Rida-quli Khin’s Majmau t-Furf* ,, Vol -I , 
p. 375; and Rieu's Persian Catalogue, Vol. II, p. 822, etc. Hi))i Khalifa, 
however, increases the confusion by attributing one poem of this name to 
Nizami of Samarqand and another to Fakhri of Gurgan. 
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in A. H. 1002 = A. D. 1593—4), in the article on Samar- 
qand, credits our author with the Chahar Maqala and the 
Majmci u-n-Nawadir, and misquotes c Awfi as placing him at 
the court of Sultan Tughril b. Arslan the Seljuq, the fact 
bring that c Awfi merely groups him with the Seljuq poets of 
Transoxiana. He then quotes the last story of the third Dis¬ 
course, and a fragment consisting of four verses. 

Later biographers merely repeat and recombine the 
statements of those already cited, and no advantage would 

result from a detailed examination of what they have writ¬ 
ten on this subject. 


Something must here be said of the princes of Ghur, the 

royal house under whose patronage our author flourished, 

and whose fame, along with three other poets, he claims 

to have immortalized (p. 28 infra). This house comprised 
two branches, viz .: 

(1) The Kings of Ghur ] ) properly so called, whose capital 
was Firuzkuh, and who bore the title of Sultan. Their 
power endured from A. H. 543 to 612 (= A. D. 1148—1215), 
and was at its height under Sultan c Ala’u’d-Di'n Husayn 
‘Jahan-suz ”, who was alive when our author wrote. In 

A. H. 547 (= A. D. 1152) he was defeated near Herat by 
Sultan Sanjar the Seljuq, and taken prisoner. After this 
battle our author, who was present with the Ghuris of 
Bamiyan, fled to Herat, and to his adventures at this period 
two stories at the end of the third and fourth Discourses 
(pp. 65—67 and 87—88 infra) refer. 

(2) The princes of Bamiyan and Tukharistan, who were 
appointed by the above-mentioned Kings of Ghur, and who 


o, l) T h hey , arC also called SAansaidniyya or Al-i-Shansab , from an ancestor 
Sharsab, who, according to the Tabaqat-i-Ndsiri (Calcutta ed. 1 2 ! 

14 T f I 1 " 6 Ta ' rikh - i -J ahin - Ard of Ahmad Ghaffan, (Brit. Mus., Or. 
41, f. II 6a), was a contemporary of c Ali b, Abf Talib. 
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were our author’s immediate patrons, were only entitled to 
use the lower title of Malik. From the time of Mahmud of 
Ghazna, who first assumed the title of Sultan, until the 
Mongol Invasion, which overthrew this practice along with so 
many other institutions, the title of Sultan was always con¬ 
ferred by the Caliph on independent monarchs, while the 
subordinate title of Malik was granted by these Sultans to 
vassal rulers of minor states more or less subject to them. 
Of these princes of Bamiyan the first was Malik Fakhru’d- 
Din Mas c ud b. Hasan, the brother of Sultan c Ala’u’d-Dm 
Jahan-suz , who lived until about A. H. 558 (= A. D. 1163), 
and of whom mention is made in the Preface and Conclusion 
of the Chahdr Maqala . The second was his son, Shamsu’d- 
Din Muhammad, who was also taken prisoner by Sultan 
Sanjar on the occasion mentioned above. To this event 

Nizami al- c Ariidi refers in connection with a forecast which 

• • 

he made, after consulting the stars, as to the day on which 
the money for the prince’s ransom would arrive; a forecast 
for which the author takes to himself no small credit (pp. 
65—67). Prince Abu’l-Hasan Husamu ’d-Di'n C AH, our author’s 
special patron, was another son of Malik Fakhru’d-Di'n 
Mas c ud, and brother to the above-mentioned Shamsu’d-Din 
Muhammad. But though our author calls him u the king of 
the age”, “who is today the most accomplished of contem¬ 
porary sovereigns”, he never actually ascended the throne. 

To return once more to our author. Notwithstanding his 
great literary gifts, he is not always accurate in his statements, 
and is especially weak in history and chronology, constantly 
confusing the names and dates of well-known persons, and 
antedating or postdating occurrences. Attention is called to 
these errors in the notes. The following are some conspi¬ 
cuous examples. 

(1) In his account of Iskaff, who lived comparatively near 
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his own time, he commits several egregious mistakes. Thus 

he supposes him to have been secretary to the Samanf prince 

Nuh b. Mansur b. Nuh b. Nasr, whereas he was really in 

the service of this ruler’s grandfather, Nuh b. Nasr, who 

died some twenty years before Nuh b. Mansur’s accession 
(PP- * 3 —16 and 103). 

(2) He regards Alptigfn, the founder of the House of Ghazna, 

b. Mansur. 

though the former died a long while before the latter’s 
accession (pp. 13—14, 103—104). 

J 3 ! ”0 SU PP° ses ^at Subuktigin, acting in concert with the 
.mjur s , invaded Khurasan and fought with Alptigfn, though 

Sim' 3 er 1Cd m ° re than 30 yCarS before this event, and the 
mjuns, moreover, were not Subuktigfn’s allies, but his foes. 

Abu «A« a“ ' he ' ClCbra,ed ^" eral ° f Simanfs, 

=aL A tu', H -a,' (whom ho wrong, y 

ea,Is Abu i-Hasan All b . Mufttij al-Kashanf ' 04 jO.-l.San 

Lr “ y ^ b ■ Ma "^' »ho came the 

ti ™" SOm '. 22 years after his death, and also with Subuk- 

hfs dea,™" °" ' VhiCh happCn<!d 39 y oars after 

Mansur^ 6 1 “ ™ ^ " 

PHnco-s great-grandfather K £CadTdT ^ “** 

^ Ma " 5 ' ir ’ S accessio " (PP- '5-i6, .os).'’ 9 yCarS 

.ti:;:™ i„tm t and shcw * U 

Chaghan, (pp . ^ ^ “"WH- 

JIZLZvZZT™™ and b ’ , " ,dCrS “ story 

the following anecdote h”! ” entIOned by az ' Z “ m akhsharl in 
“Salma a, Mu w^ s Zfj ° ^ his 

Ja'far b Sulavl d aBamSt a c " tai " "»■ before 

^ Say '” g: ' G ° d 'heel |He is, a Sunn 
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Shf c ite and a fatalist adherent of the doctrine of Free Will, 
who cursed al-Hajjaj b. az-Zubayr, who destroyed the Ka c ba 
in despite of c Alf the son of Abu Sufyan.’ Said Ja c far: ‘I know 
not whether I should envy thee more for thy knowledge of 
history or thy knowledge of genealogies!’ ‘God save the 
Amfr’, he replied, ‘I learned all this ere I left school!’” 

To paraphrase this tissue of errors for the benefit of the 


European reader, we should have to say something like this 1 
A Protestant Catholic and an Arian Calvinist, who cursed 
Titus the son of Pontius Pilate, who rent asunder the Veil 
of the Temple, and crucified Paul the son of Caiaphas.” 

To continue the list of our author’s most egregious errors: 

(7) Buian, who was married to al-Ma’mun, was the daughter 

of Fadl b. Sahl, who bore the title of Dhu'r-Riydsatayn. 

Our author ascribes both the title and the fatherhood of the 
girl to Fadl’s brother Hasan (pp. 19, 109—no). 

(8) He describes the Caliph al-Mustarshid as marching out 
against Sanjar instead of against Mas'ud the Seljuq. 

( 9 ) He confuses Ilak Khan of the Khaniyya dynasty of 

Transoxiana with Bughra Khan of the same dynasty, and 

represents the latter as a contemporary of Sultan Mahmud 

of Ghazna, with whom Ilak Khan was really contemporary 
(pp. 24—25 and 121 —123). 

(10) He makes several mistakes about the poet Mas c ud-i- 
Sa c d-i-Salman, but, since these are matters of less historical 
importance, a reference to pp. 44—45 and the notes on pp. 
178—182 are sufficient. 

(11) He makes five or six ridiculous mistakes in two lines 

occurring in an anecdote about a purely imaginary personage 

named Amir Shihabu’d-Din Qutulmish Alp Ghazl (p. 45 

11. 20-21), and strangest of all, he claims to have been 

present himself, and to have heard what passed with his 
own ears (see notes on pp. 182—184). 

(12) He thinks that Ya c qub b. Ishaq al-Kindl, who was 
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descended from Ash'ath b. Qays, one of the Companions of 
the Prophet; whose ancestors, like himself, were amongst 
the most celebrated of the Muslims, and held high offices 
from the Umayyad and ‘Abbasid Caliphs; and who was 
known as “the Arabian philosopher”, was a Jew, and on 
this assumption bases a long and absurd story ( pp . S5 _c6 
and 203—204). 3 

(13) He places the murder of Nizamu’l-Mulk of Tus at 
Baghdad instead of at Nihawand (pp. 62 and 207). 

(14) He regards Muhammad b. Zakariyya ar-Razf, the 
eminent physician, as the contemporary of Mansur b. Null 

^, , . years before that 

princes accession to the throne; and on this error he has 

constructed a long and apocryphal anecdote. 

™ haS confused c Ala’u’d-Dawla b. Kakuya with 
Shamsu d-Dawla b. Fakhru’d-Dawla the Daylamite, and repre- 

sents Abu All b. Sina (Avicenna) as the wazlr of the former 

Whereas he was really in the service of the latter. He abo 

places the scene of Abu -All’s ministry in Ray instead of 
m Hamadan (pp. 80, 251). 

h “ a ' read> ' be "> of the three MSS. of 

' Maqd,a known to oxist, and of the Tihran litho¬ 
graphed edition. Of the two British Museum MSS. Or. 35 „ 7 

(here denoted as A) was copied in A. H. ,oi 7 (=A. D. idoslo) 

and ,s relatively correct and goodwhile Or. 2955 (B) Iran 
scribed in A. H. 1274 (= A D T s c , 01 • , 955 ' 

Dassablp tu n 74 " U ' S57 ~ 8 ^ 1S less g°od. though 

•Th Ff an r tan " n ° P ‘ e MS - (N °- 28 S in lib rary of 

, . f l ’ Ch a “ Py raade for m y s ' lf forms the 

s,s of this text, was transcribed at Herat in A. H. S 3S 

e~,f co„: 43 . , - 2) ' " differS C ° nSiderably th. other 

Ms, containing some passages (,.g. that on pp. 85-87 

it^has I I Ch 'T miSSing ^ * hem ’ bU ‘ °” the othe1 ' hand 

a large lacuna (whether existing in the original or 
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due to the carelessness of the copyist) extending from p. 41, 

1 . 11 to p. 50, 1 . 17 of this text. On the whole, however, 
it is the best, as it is the most ancient, of the available 
texts. The Tihran lithographed edition (T) is very bad and 
incorrect, difiers considerably from the MSS., and seems to 
be derived from the same original as the two British Mu¬ 
seum MSS. 

The editor, Mtrza Muhammad, deplores the corruption 
which most old Persian texts have undergone in process of 
transcription, and praises the Arabs — whom some of his 
countrymen have again in these days represented as ‘lizard¬ 
eating” barbarians ') — for the greater care which they have 
exercised in this matter, safeguarding the transcription of 
their books by rules of collation and authorizations [ijasa) 
of qualified scribes, as a result of which ancient Arabic poems 
like those of Imru’u’l-Qays and an-Nabigha, who lived some 
1400 years ago, are preserved in a better state than much 
more recent Persian poems, like the S/ni/iminui, the Quatrains 
of c Umar-i-Khayyam, the Khamsa of Nizami of Ganja, and 
the Mathnawl of Jalalu’d-Din Rumi. 


1) This expression first occurs in a very celebrated passage of the 
and was recently revived in the pages of the Tihran ffabln l-Afatin y which 
journal was suspended in consequence, being deemed guilty of an outrage on 
the religious feelings of the Muslims. 
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